




Minutes of the Darrington Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 8 December 2009

Members present:

Michael Britton Chair.
Roger Farrell Vice Chair.
Cllr Atkinson.
Cllr Tagger.
Cllr Crabtree.
Cllr Hoyle.

Cllr Crowther WMDC
Cllr Walsh WMDC

+3 Members of the public.



2009-12-616
Apologies from Clerk, Richard Fogden.


There were no declarations of interest.















2009-12-617
True and Correct record:

1    Ref item 209-11-608. ‘Chair asked for clarification,’ should replace ‘chair clarified’ HGV limits in the village.

2    Ref item 209-11-613. ‘Chair declared an interest’ was in relation to the following item concerning a discussion on the request from a local security company to advertise services on the village notice boards; it does not relate to the previous sentence concerning the Christmas tree.

3    Ref item 209-11-614. The final sentence should read ‘Members did not feel any objections were required at this stage’. 

Subject to the above amendments, the November minutes were accepted as a true and correct record:

Proposed Cllr Tagger, Seconded Cllr Hoyle.


Matters Arising:

2009-12-618    Ref item 2009-11-606 Clarification of hanging basket positioning. – There was some discussion as to the positioning of the baskets at present; it was unclear if the final correct position had been achieved as yet. The decision was made to investigate the positioning and report back to the council.

2009-12-619    Ref item 2009-11-606 Question from Cllr Farrell as to whether the hanging baskets had been ordered for next year as there was the potential for a discount. – In the absence of the clerk no information was available. 

2009-12-620    Ref item 2009-11-606 Question form the Chair as to what the position was with the Highways department signage issue. In the absence of the clerk the information was unavailable. (Cllr Walsh, who came into the meeting later, informed the council that he had identified the person responsible for signage as one Stuart Gately of WMDC. He said that he had informed Mr Gately of our concern, and had been assured that he would investigate the matter further.)   

2009-12-621    Ref item 2009-11-606 The Chair reported that he had authorised the advert in last months Parish Magazine as a ‘one off’ with a view to holding a general discussion at this meeting. The council decided to pursue this item under the current agenda item rather than later. A general discussion was held into the relative merits of placing adverts and information in the Parish Magazine. It was noted that a single ad’ fee was £7.50; an annual subscription would cost £30. - A decision was made that Cllr Farrell would redraft the advert for insertion this month at the cost of £7.50, and Cllr Crabtree would discuss the matter of further insertions with the magazine producer. The council agreed that they would be happy to make a donation of £30 per annum, for a space in the magazine each month, to advertise or inform as required. 

2009-12-622    Ref item 2009-11-606 Cllr Hoyle confirmed that the clerk had reported the matter to WMDC Highways as he had copied Cllr Hoyle into the e mail that he sent.

2009-12-623    Ref item 2009-11-607 It was noted by the Chair that in the absence of the clerk we have no information about a previous request for the clerk to write to Mazars, regarding the increase in their fees.

2009-12-624    Ref item 2009-11-608 It was noted by the Chair, that in the absence of the clerk no information was available on the state of the drain cover and footpath to the Kytes restraunt. Cllr Hoylr reported that the drain cover was not the responsibility of Yorkshire Water and the repair request should be directed to WMDC as previously agreed. The matter will need to be pursued at our next meeting.

2009-12-625    Ref item 2009-11-609 No request for extra payment appears to have been made by the gardener and it was unknown if he had provided any extra services to clear the playing field after the bonfire. It was agreed that the council would consider any request for payment if any was to be made. Cllr Crabtree reported the thanks of a local resident for the work which the gardener had done in the past few months. A general debate concluded that the gardener was performing an excellent service and a proposal was made by Cllr Farrell to reward his service with a Christmas bonus of £25. Seconded by Cllr Crabtree the motion was carried unanimously. It was agreed that the Chair would write a note to the gardener expressing our gratitude and include a cheque for £25 as agreed.

2009-12-626    Ref 2009-11-611 In the absence of the clerk, no information was available on the proposed purchase of a frame for the footpath map. – It was agreed to defer the mater until the clerk could update the council. 

2009-12-627   Ref item 2009-11-612 Cllr Walsh reported that the oversight in not informing us about the proposed road silencing scheme was the fault of WMDC. Although blame had been originally laid upon DEFRA, WMDC now admited that it was their oversight. Cllr Walsh stated that although the theoretic cut off consultation point had been passed, our ‘late’ submission would be admissible. Cllr Walsh further noted that an investigation into the oversight has been instigated.     















Councillors noted that although the item ‘Public Matters’ was listed as item 6 on the agenda, the council had previously agreed that this was to be an open discussion which was to precede meetings. It was decided to open the meeting up to the public at this point and to amend future Agenda notices.

2009-12-628
Public Matters:

1    Members of the public expressed their thanks to the Chair for his letter which had been published in the Pontefract and Castleford Express.

2    Members of the public expressed their satisfaction with the gardeners work. 

3    Members of the public expressed their satisfaction with the Christmas tree but noted that the lights had been out for a couple of days. Cllr Hoyle informed the meeting that he had informed the clerk who had contacted the WMDC department responsible, and the lights had been repaired now.      

2009-12-629
Correspondence:

1    Letter from Parish Magazine requesting payment for the advert as previously discussed.

2    Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct magazine received.

3    A letter from Jane Howe of Carleton has been received which constituted a copy of Ms Howe’s letter to WMDC planning dept. The essence of the letter was a complaint about a planning application for a development at Carleton Lodge, Carleton, which had been granted after initially being refused. The council discussed the contents of the letter; members with further information informed the council of their concerns that this application had been granted, as it would impinge upon the green belt, and would necessitate the removal of a number of mature trees. The council noted that the proposed development would be outside our parish boundary but felt that the issue was of such concern as to warrant a response. – It was agreed that Cllr Tagger would prepare a draft and circulate it to all council members.

4    Cllr Atkinson reported having received a form from the Police authority requesting feed back on policing priorities. Cllr Hoyle noted that the form was clearly aimed at individuals rather than organisations. - It was agreed that the information enabling access to the on-line form be advertised in the Parish magazine. Cllr Farrell will add the web address to his revised advert for insertion in the next magazine.

2009-12-630
Issues Log:

It was agreed to remove certain items from the issues log.

1    Marlpit Lane gritting – it was reported that WMDC is not on the council gritting plan.

2    Wentbridge verges – resolved.

3    HGV flyover issues – the problem had been perceived to be more one of poor driving than infrastructure.

4    Border sign west – it was noted that the parish boundary is so complex as to make signage at each junction inappropriate. The existing sign was thought to be the best compromise.

It was agreed to set a date as soon as possible for a meeting with the police neighbourhood watch co-ordinator. Cllr Atkinson will liaise with the police officer concerned and report back to the council.

2009-12-631
Schedule of Payments:

An anomaly was noted with the clerk’s wages; in the schedule this item is for £119.00 whereas in the Summary the amount is for £119.11p. It is assumed that the second figure is correct.

It was noted that the accounts for the end of October showed a total of £11,378.87, and yet the initial figure for Nov shows the total of £11,379.97. – In the absence of the clerk no information was available to explain the difference.

Cllr Farrell proposed that we accept the schedule of payments, Cllr Tagger seconded and the motion was carried unanimously.

Reports:

2009-12-632
School:

Cllr Crabtree reported that the school were at present in the process of organising an internal survey into the relative satisfaction of pupils. The results will be made available at a later date. There is a plan to raise money for the ‘Hearing dogs for the deaf society’; this will be organised by the walking bus group. Cllr Crabtree acknowledged the earlier compliments for the organisation of the Christmas tree lighting ceremony which took place last Wednesday; she informed the committee that she had already written to the management at the Darrington Hotel and the choir organiser Mrs Giles, to thank them on behalf of the parish council.

2009-12-633
Village Field:

Cllr Hoyle informed us that the next meeting of the village field committee would be held tomorrow and he would be attending. He agreed to ask the meeting to clarify if the gardener had done any work for the bonfire. Cllr Hoyle echoed the concerns of the Chair about the growing size of the bonfire and on the potential for waste dumping at the site. The gates to the field which are normally secured are traditionally left open for the fortnight preceding the bonfire, to allow local residents to contribute to the stack. It was noted that a growing number of firms were using the opportunity to dispose of refuge. Although the situation was tenable on this occasion, the Chair asked Cllr Hoyle to pass on our concerns to the field committee.


2009-12-634
Police Liaison:

Cllr Atkinson, reporting back to the council on a previous request for him to investigate the feeling of other parishes which had employed the ‘Community pay back scheme’; he said that one Pat Kitchen of Upton parish council had used the scheme to clear a patch of waste land in their village. She said that though some members of the community were sceptical at first, apart from some bad language they had been satisfied with the situation. Any bad behaviour had been addressed immediately by the minders. One aspect which was particularly pleasing was that two of the group who had been involved with the project had gone on to begin their own small business doing the same sort of thing. A general discussion as to the relative merits of the scheme was inconclusive as to whether a similar scheme was appropriate for Darrington. - It was decided that if anyone had any scheme in mind, they should bring a proposal to the council which would be judged upon its merits.

The Chair asked Cllr Atkinson if the neighbourhood police team had let him have any information relating to an incident which occurred in the village on the previous Wednesday evening, when a number of police were seen in the centre of the village and a large police van patrolled the main road at walking pace for a short time. Cllr Atkinson reported that he had no information about this event. The Chair asked Cllr Atkinson if he would take the matter up with the neighbourhood police representative and also ask if we could be informed of any similar incidents in the future. 

2009-12-635
In Bloom:

Cllr Farrell reported that the builder, who had previously agreed to build the proposed new planter at the east end of Estcourt Road, was now un-contactable. – It was decided to look for another builder.   

2009-12-636
Gardening Club:

Cllr Tagger reported that the first phase of the Kyte project was nearing completion, and the owners were delighted with the progress so far. - It was noted that the gardening club was exceeding everyone’s expectations. 





2009-12-637
Newsletter:

Cllr Tagger reported that the next issue of the newsletter should be ready for the next meeting; he said that in line with tradition it would be in colour. Features should be forwarded to Cllr Tagger ASAP. 

Cllr Atkinson said that as a result of a resignation from the council, the delivery routes would have to be revised; he said that he would have new ones prepared for the next meeting.                

2009-12-638
Wind farm:

There was nothing to report on the wind farm proposal, apart from the fact that it had been featured on a recent TV programme. The Chair noted that it was unlikely that there would be any business on this subject until the Secretary of State announced his decision next spring (22 April). – It was agreed to remove this item from future agenda.

Minor Items:

2009-12-639
Cllr Crabtree reported that the post office would cease to provide services on Tuesday mornings after Christmas. The reason for withdrawal of this service was a lack of customers. The post office will continue to open on Monday mornings and Thursday afternoons.

2009-12-640
Cllr Tagger reported that he had spoken with the WMDC workman who came to switch on the Christmas tree lights and he informed him that there was a potential to upgrade the existing lights to LCD type, which were better looking, more durable and tamper resistant. The workman said that if we wanted the upgrade, the price would depend upon timing. If we were to order new lights now, the price would be in the region of £400, if we were to wait until October it would rise to about £1000. It was noted that there is no cost associated with the present lighting. If we were to purchase new lights, they must be purchased through WMDC, who would then adopt them with all associated repair and maintenance costs. – It was decided to investigate further by having a look at some of the new lights which are on display in Featherstone and Ackworth and report back to the next meeting.    


2009-12-641
The next meeting was arranged for 12 January 2010.
The meeting concluded at 8:55pm.
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