MINUTES OF DARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MEETING HELD AT THE SPREAD EAGLE FROM 7pm

TUESDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2011
Present:

Cllr Britton (Chairman); Cllr Tagger, Cllr Crabtree, Cllr Wilkins, Cllr Stainer, Cllr Atkinson, Cllr Hoyle.

In Attendance:

Anne Beckett, Local Coordinator, Local Crime & Community Sentencing.

Cllr Walsh & 2 members of the public.

Apologies:

Cllr Farrell, Cllr Crowther, Cllr Booth.

2011-02-1

Pre-meeting address:

The meeting was addressed by Anne Beckett, local coordinator for local crime and community sentencing. She explained that her organisation was offering a presentation to local communities on the relative merits of community sentencing. She briefly explained what this consisted of and offered a number of dates when her group could visit Darrington. 

It was agreed to discuss the offered presentation under the Police report agenda item. Chairman thanked Mrs Beckett who then left the meeting.

2011-02-2

Public Matters:

Mr Long of Wentbridge thanked the Chairman for writing to the Highways department and for forwarding the reply on to him. 

He said that he had contacted the department again himself and was surprised to learn that they were unaware of work being carried out by the side of the flyover at Darrington, (on the road to West Park). Cllr Hoyle explained that this was Yorkshire Water replacing a rising main.

Mr Long went on to state that he had been informed by the Highways department that no work had been scheduled for the Jackson Lane junction until 2013, and that the long awaited redirection of the A1 would not now take place for 14 years at the earliest. Mr Long said that he was concerned at the delay bearing in mind that there had been 6 incidents on that particular stretch of the A1 since last October; each was severe enough to require the road to be closed for over one hour on each occasion.        

Chairman stated that DPC would support Mr Long in his campaign to raise the profile of the problem.

Cllr Tagger noted that the recent staircase access was a marked improvement but Mr Long pointed out the restrictive nature of the stairs for disabled access. 

Cllr Stainer suggested contacting our local MP, Cllr Walsh agreed that this was a reasonable suggestion. Mr Long offered to attend Mrs Cooper’s surgery, but Cllr Walsh suggested it may be better to write to her office. Mr Long agreed to do this and to escalate the situation at the Highways department.

Mrs Cook stated that she was concerned about the planning application for the proposed wind farm at Darrington Quarry. She said that there was some confusion as to where letters of objection should be directed. There were originally 2 planning references for objectors, one at Wakefield and one at Selby. Mrs Cook explained that she had been informed that the objection letters were now to be sent to Northallerton but there was some confusion as to what was happening to objections already sent to Wakefield and Selby. Cllr Walsh asked for information so that he could check on the Wakefield situation. 

Cllr Tagger reported that he had had his letter of objection returned to him with a note saying that he should forward it to Northallerton which he had subsequently done.

Cllr Britton reported that he had sent off objection letters to Wakefield and Selby on behalf of DPC and had no reply as yet.      

 2011-02-3

Minutes of last meeting:

Minutes of the January meeting were approved.

Proposed Cllr Britton, seconded Cllr Stainer.

Matters arising:

Cllr Britton pointed out that ref item 2001-01-7, while it was a true and correct record that the meeting did agree that Cllr Britton would post Richard Fogden’s redundancy cheque to him, it transpired that he needed to get him to sign a bank form so the cheque was handed over in person at the same time.

Ref item 2011-01-8, Cllr Wilkins confirmed that he had spoken to Nina Barrett about our intention to withdraw from YALC and she had foreseen no problems in doing so.

Ref item 2011-01-9, Cllr Wilkins stated that he had now downloaded an application form for possible funding from Awards for All and had begun filling it in, he said that he would be passing it on to Cllr Stainer for him to complete. Cllr Stainer confirmed that he would be completing the form in the near future and would be making a further application to the Community Chest. Cllr Walsh informed the meeting that the cut-off date for funding from the Community Chest had already passed (4th Feb) but the application would be looked at in the next financial which will be within a few weeks.     

2011-02-4

Correspondence:

Chairman informed the meeting that he had written two objections to the wind farm, one for Selby and one for Wakefield. He had also written to Mr Schofield to inform him. 

Chairman informed the meeting that he had written to the Highways department and had received a reply which he had sent to all members and carbon copy to Mr Long. 

Chairman reported that he had received an e mail form a local resident Mr Keith Lawrence who had complained about the poor lighting on the road up to the Kyte Hotel. He said that there were 2 street lamps in the area but neither was working. Cllr Tagger informed the meeting that these lamps were the responsibility of the Highways agency. Cllr Wilkins agreed to write to the Highways agency to ask them to repair the lights, Chairman would inform Mr Lawrence of the action.

Chairman informed the meeting that he had received a planning letter from WMDC about the mineral extraction from Kellingley Colliery which he did not fully understand. Cllr Hoyle said that he believed that it was to inform us that WMDC were requesting an environmental survey. Cllr Walsh said that he thought the letter was a device to flush out the intentions of Kellingley Colliery and Darrington Quarry.

Cllr Wilkins informed the meeting that he had written to confirm the order to First Impressions for hanging baskets. 

Cllr Wilkins informed the meeting that he was now getting monthly updates on the register of electors for our parish.

Cllr Wilkins informed the meeting that he had received a glossy copy of Rural Action for Yorkshire.

Cllr Stainer informed the meeting that he had received a letter from Wakefield approving the precept.

Cllr Stainer informed the meeting that despite various attempts to have Santander/Alliance and Leicester change our banking details the account remained isolated. Chairman and Cllr Stainer have now asked the bank to close the account and transfer all funds to the Yorkshire Bank account as previously agreed by council. 

2011-02-5

Finance:   

Cllr Stainer reported that the opening balance of our Yorkshire bank account had been £1532.41. There had been no income in January and expenditure totalled £1444.38, leaving a balance of £88.03. The Santander/Alliance and Leicester account balance was £7343.14.

Payments for approval in February: Postage £4.92, room hire £10.00 were approved.

Cllr Stainer informed the meeting that the precept payment was expected on 15th April, and will go into the Yorkshire Bank account.

Cllr Stainer informed the meeting that the parish council had still not been invoiced for the Christmas tree despite informing WMDC of the change of address of our finance officer. He said that he had reduced the gardening maintenance projection to £100 as a result of changes to our needs. He reported a budget forecast overspend in the current financial year of £489, out of a total spend of £11718.

A general discussion ensued which concluded that this was an acceptable level of overspend which would be financed from reserves, no further cuts being required. 

Cllr Stainer informed the meeting that he had cancelled the standing order to R Fogden 3 weeks ago but had not had this confirmed by the bank. He warned the council that if that bank had ignored his instructions because they had not yet processed the change of authorised signatories then the council would now be in the red. It was felt that if this had been the situation the bank would have informed us by now. 

Chairman informed the meeting that the situation with the bank accounts meant that though the council had ample funds in our Santander/Alliance and Leicester account, at present we could not access those funds and the remaining funds in our Yorkshire bank account were low. Chairman said that he and the Finance officer Cllr Stainer believed that the situation would be resolved before the Yorkshire bank account was exhausted; however, Chairman offered to loan to the council an amount of money (£500 or £1000 whichever was deemed more appropriate) to make sure that the council did not go into the red. He said that subject to the approval of the committee at this meeting he would make funds available for Cllr Stainer to draw upon at short notice if required. He agree that should money be taken as a loan by the council, no interest would be charged and no repayments would be made to the Chairman other than at a full Parish council meeting, with the approval of the council.

The finance report was approved. Proposed by Cllr Wilkins, Seconded by Cllr Hoyle. Unanimous. 

2011-02-6

Reports:

Chairman reported on a meeting of the Town and Parish Council Liaison Committee, held at Wakefield Town Hall on 26th January. (Written report attached).No official minutes of the meeting have been released as yet.  

A general discussion concluded that the situation merited close scrutiny as it could have a serious impact upon Town and Parish Councils.

Chairman reported that the second part of his report dealt with the impending elections (5 May). He stated that he had received nomination papers for council members which he gave to Cllr Wilkins. It was agreed that the council would fill the forms in together at some future date.

Cllr Crabtree questioned the need for expenses form submissions. Chairman said that the situation had not been made clear for uncontested elections. Cllr Walsh explained that he believed that all nominees may need to submit forms as they were not for nominees to claim out of pocket expenses they were there to ensure that no inappropriate spending had taken place in order to influence electors. It was agreed that Cllr Wilkins would seek clarification on this issue. 

Cllr Walsh informed councillors that claim forms would be sent out to nominees automatically after the election.      

Cllr Walsh informed the meeting that WMDC proposed budget savings were on their web site now. (Search WMDC appendix D).     

School:

No report.

Village Field:

Cllr Hoyle informed the meeting that the field Committee had met recently and had discussed the success of the black tie event fund raiser. They had had quotes for repairs to the roof of the shelter which were in the region of £1600-£2000 and that they were presently investigating the possibility of using cheaper materials. Cllr Tagger expressed a personal interest in this and said that he hoped that the materials chosen would not increase the noise level as hitting material such as tin could be noisy. Cllr Hoyle admitted that this had not occurred to him and said that it would now be taken into consideration when choosing materials.

Police:

Cllr Crabtree reported that no Police representative had visited the Coffee morning for some time. Cllr Atkinson said that there had been changes in the Police team, he said that he would contact the liaison officer for an update.

There was a general discussion on the earlier presentation by Mrs Beckett. It was agreed that Cllr Wilkins would contact the Golf club to arrange a date for the presentation, preferable towards the end of May. Chairman would then liaise with Anne Beckett.

In Bloom:

Cllr Wilkins confirmed that the order for the planters had been sent to First Impressions. He said that the contact for grass cutting with WMDC had also been conformed and he was presently awaiting reply about hanging basket location permission which we have to apply for annually. He informed the meeting that projections for all services were within budget.   

It was agreed to cancel winter planting.

Garden Club:
Cllr Tagger thanked Cllr Crabtree for standing in for him at the last meeting and said that the next meeting would be tomorrow Wednesday 9th February.

Newsletter:

Cllr Wilkins suggested that the next newsletter should go out in April to allow us to advertise the local crime presentation. He said that this would put the expense into next year’s budget as previously arranged. He suggested future editions should be issued in mid-summer and November. All agreed.

2011-02-7

YALC Membership:

Cllr Stainer informed the meeting that the cost of membership was £370, which had not been budgeted for. Cllr Wilkins informed the meeting that he was happy that any information which YALC were offering was freely available from other sources.  Chairman re-iterated his disappointment in previous dealings with YALC. A general discussion ensued. Chairman proposed and Cllr Hoyle seconded that membership should not be renewed. Unanimous. 

Cllr Wilkins reminded councillors that a decision had been made previously not to renew membership of Rural Action for Yorkshire, saving £35 pa.

2011-02-8

Village Planters:

It was agreed that this had already been covered.

2011-02-9

Issues Log:

No changes.     

2011-02-10

Minor Items:

Mrs Cook raised the issue of the proposed graveyard development off Greenroyd Court. Chairman said that though a good deal of activity was taking place at the site nothing had taken place which pre-empted a planning decision. Cllr Hoyle confirmed that an application had been re-submitted and was reported in last week’s Pontefract and Castleford Express.  Chairman reported that he had been approached by local residents who strongly objected to the proposed development and who were requesting the support of the Parish Council. Chairman reminded the meeting that we had discussed this issue recently and though opinion was split it was decided that at that time the Parish council had no grounds upon which to object to the application. Cllr Walsh pointed out that the change of usage proposed was not deemed to be agricultural and therefore not necessarily in keeping with protected green belt status.  Cllr Tagger reminded that meeting that the Parish Council had made its intentions clear in the Parish Plan that any infringement of green belt land was unacceptable and on those grounds the Parish Council should object to the proposed development. Cllr Tagger proposed and Cllr Stainer seconded that the Parish Council should object to the proposed development. Voting was 7-1 in favour.  It was agreed that the Chairman would write a letter of objection.

Cllr Hoyle said that he intended to e mail Cllr Farrell about the fun run. It was pointed out that Cllr Farrell was away at the moment and it was not known when he would return. Cllr Wilkins asked if anyone else had access to the web site apart from Cllr Farrell and was informed that no one else had. It was suggested that upon Cllr Farrell’s return it may be a good idea to review the situation. 

Cllr Tagger pointed out that the village shop had a ‘for sale’ sign outside and questioned whether it may be an asset worthy of the Parish Council’s interest. Cllr Crabtree said that to make the building of interest to the parish Council we would need to purchase Mr Barkers bungalow as well. A general discussion concluded that the cost would be preclusive.  

Cllr Crabtree asked if there was anything for the PCC magazine. The Chairman said that he had prepared a report of his and Cllr Stainer’s visit to the clock tower at the church and would let her have a draft ASAP.

The date of the next meeting having already been arranged for Tuesday 8 March, the meeting closed at 9:10pm. 

