
Minutes of the Darrington Parish Council  Meeting 
Tuesday 12 October 2010
Members present:

Cllr Tagger.
Cllr Hoyle.
Cllr Wilkins
Cllr Stainer
Cllr Atkinson
Cllr Crabtree
Cllr Britton arrived later

In Attendance:
5 members of the public;
Esref Ulas, Highways Agency
Steve Baker, Aone
Nigel Yeatman, Aone
Cllr G Walsh (WMDC)

2010-10-788
It was agreed by members that in the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair that Cllr Tagger take the Chair for the meeting.
Apologies received from Cllr Farrell and Cllr Britton plus Cllrs Booth and Crowther (WMDC). 
                Declarations of interest  -  None
	
2010-10-789
Public Matters
Highways Agency representatives were in attendance to consider issues relating to the A1 road. Mr L Long was in attendance to raise matters with them.
The Highways representatives gave a short verbal presentation of the situation at the present time. Cllr Tagger asked about possible re routing of the A1 and the officer agreed that this would be looked at.
The access and exit to the A1 were considered including the issue of Jacksons Lane and the safety issues thereat. Officers agreed to look at better signage regarding the diverted footpath.
It was clear from the discussion that safety was a major issue. Officers reported that a bid would be made for improvements and that there would be issues arising from the Government spending review. Any improvement work would probably not be scheduled before 2012. Any “quick fixes” in the short term would be looked into.
It was noted that an updated village noise map had been created and separate consultants were looking into this. Cllr Tagger noted that acoustic fencing was being used on some motorways.
Cllr Atkinson noted overgrowing foliage near the Kyte Hotel and officers agreed to look at this. Cllr Hoyle noted a problem with litter along the A1 and officers explained how this would be dealt with.
It was agreed that the officers would report back on developments to the Council.
Cllr Tagger thanked the officers for their attendance on these matters.

True and correct record
2010-10-790
Cllr Britton arrived at this point.
Minutes from the last meeting in September were agreed as a correct record.  
Proposed Cllr Britton Seconded Cllr Hoyel. Agreed.

2010-10-791
Matters Arising
The following matters were noted and agreed –
· Cllr Farrell to be added to the bank mandate
· Cllr Britton reported police action in stopping vehicles and warning about weight limits. He wondered why motorists were only warned if they were exceeding the weight limits. Cllr Walsh would raise this with WMDC and Clerk would raise it at the next Liaison meeting. It was agreed that the clerk would write to the Police asking about these matters.
· It was noted that new signage had been added in the village as requested. Cllr Walsh could not as yet confirm that all the scheme had been completed.

2010-10-792
Correspondence
Digital switchover times for television received. Details to be displayed.
An email received from WMDC responding to the Council’s request for an extra dog bin. The response noted that existing provision was adequate. Members disagreed about this considering the long distance between the existing bins. Copy of the email to be sent to Cllr Walsh who would raise this matter with WMDC.
The clerk noted quotations and prices for the supply of such bins.

2010-10-793
Finance
Finance Officer presented Budget report and financial statement.
This was agreed by members.
It was agreed that a further grant of £100 be given to Thursday Club as in previous years £200 had been given. Proposed Cllr Britton Seconded Cllr Hoyle. Agreed.
Members agreed the schedule of payments on the report noting what looked like a large increase by WMDC for grass cutting.
It was agreed that the Clerk write to WMDC asking about these costs and noting that the Parish Council would prefer to take over the cutting of the verges.

2010-10-794
Members considered the need for a Risk Assessment to be drawn up for the Christmas event. Cllr Atkinson would prepare a draft for the November meeting.

2010-10-795
Reports:
School – Cllr Crabtree noted that she had decided to retire from her role on the school council. A contact would still be maintained. Members noted their appreciation of all her work in these matters.
Village Field – Cllr Hoyle reported that WMDC have replaced the damaged tree. The working group had done some bulb planting and the bonfire was being organised.
Police – Cllr Atkinson was putting together a list of Neighbourhood Watch schemes in the village.
Gardening/In Bloom – Cllr Tagger reported that the Garden Club would meet at the Kyte Hotel tomorrow. Photographs had been placed in the newsletter. It was noted that a second stone planter was required and this would be looked at when setting the budget. The work of the gardener was noted and this together with grass cutting would be looked at when setting the budget. The clerk had obtained quotes for prices of troughs and planters.
Newsletter – Cllr Wilkins noted newsletter had been printed. West Park issues would be delayed in delivery. The actual printing costs were £39.

2010-10-796
Planting Schedule
The spring bulb planting had been completed thanks to a donation. Members thanked Cllr and Mrs Hoyle for their work on this.
Members agreed to seek tenders for next year’s hanging baskets based on this year’s supply. These would be considered at the November meeting.


2010-10-797
Planning Matters
The clerk reported that planning approval had been given for the trimming and crowning of lime tree at 9 Elm Close.
An application had been submitted for 3 dwellings at Waywest café Great North Road.
No observations and comments were made.

2010-10-798
Issues Log
This issues log was updated.
It was noted that some damaged trees with dutch elm disease had been dealt with.

2010-10-799
Minor Items
· Cllr Wilkins raised the issue of the provision of grit bins in the village. The clerk noted that many local authorities were reviewing the supply of these. The clerk would write to WMDC asking them for details of their expected provision this year.
· Cllr Crabtree asked for items to be included in the Parish magazine.
· Cllr Atkinson agreed to look into possible sites for hanging notices in Wentbridge.

2010-10-800
The next meeting was agreed as 16th November.
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.05pm.
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