
Minutes of the Darrington Parish Council  Meeting 
Tuesday 14 September 2010
Members present:

Michael Britton Chair.
Cllr Tagger.
Cllr Hoyle.
Cllr Wilkins
Cllr Stainer




2010-009-776
Apologies received from Cllr Farrell and Cllr Atkinson and Cllrs Booth and Crowther (WMDC)
                Declarations of interest  None
	In Attendance: 6 members of the public; Cllr Walsh (WMDC)

2010-09-777
Public Matters
None

True and correct record
2010-09-778
Minutes from the last meeting in July were agreed as a correct record.
Proposed Cllr Wilkins Seconded Cllr Tagger Agreed

2010-09-779
Matters Arising
The following matters were noted and agreed –
· New dog bins were pending. Clerk to chase Neighbourhood Services and item to be placed on Issues Log.
· Bank mandate was being progressed.
· Planters had been planted up but late this year. Clerk to request that this is done earlier next year.
· It was noted that a new bout of Dutch Elm Disease was affecting trees throughout the UK. A plan for new tree replacement be drawn up and item placed on Issues Log.
· A and L Savings account to remain in place at present.
· Members agreed that a need exists to prepare a risk assessment for items such as Christmas Lights event. This would be placed on issues log and to be an Agenda Item.
· Cllr Crowther had been misquoted in the press regarding the Darrington Quarry Windfarm development.
· Cllr Walsh noted that there had been changes to the Community Chest Grants scheme. New forms and criteria would be sent to the Council.
· Cllr Walsh was to follow up requested progress on new road signage for village.

2010-09-780
Correspondence
The following items were noted –
Official letter from PWAG thanking the Council for their support. £138.15 had been repaid to the Council.
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator information sent.
WMDC Licensing Policy Report
Councils Direct
Copy, Local Police Committee meeting agenda
Note – WMDC Liaison Group next meeting 20 October
WMDC Standards Committee parish Rep elected Cllr Balfour (Ackworth PC)
Copy new “Being a Good Employer”
Letter from Thursday Club requesting grant for help towards rent of Reading Rooms. Proposed £100 S137 grant Cllr Hoyle Seconded Cllr Tagger Agreed

2010-09-781
Jacksons Lane and A1 Junction Issues.
Residents Mr L Long and T Fretwell were in attendance for this item.
The Council had received consultation from Highways Authority asking for views re closing up Jacksons Lane northbound junction and is investigating safety improvements.
In consideration of this item members listened to the views of the two residents who noted the safety issues in this area. Near deaths had recently occurred. A temporary improvement could be used via the already owned publicly owned land close by.
Members resolved that a letter be sent to Highways Authority requesting their attendance at the next meeting to discuss all safety issues in this context and what options could be made available both short and long term. This item would be placed on Issues Log.

2010-09-782
Finance
Members approved the schedule of payments provided by the Treasurer and noted the present Statement of Finance and Budget Report.
The Clerk reported on the training and conference fees costs and requested a contribution. Members discussed the costs of this. Cllr Tagger felt that priorities for training should be looked into.
Cllr Wilkins proposed £100 and this was seconded by Cllr Tagger. Cllr Hoyle moved a contribution towards two of the conferences at £117.18 but this was not seconded.
Clerk noted that the external audit had been completed with no issues raised.
Members agreed £100 as “a contribution towards the training of the clerk”. Agreed.
Members thanked Cllr Stainer for his reports.

2010-09-783
Reports
School – None
Village Field – Cllr Hoyle reported on the issue of trees and the Trust were asking WMDC for the replacement of Silver Birch. Next meeting of the Trust would be 21 September.
Police – Chair noted that there had been a spate of local cars stolen. Clerk reported from his attendance at Local police Committee noting that requests were being made to protect spending on PCSOs.
Gardening – Cllr Tagger would be issuing photos of Garden Competition winners in newsletter. He noted that there was a need to specify which plants to be planted in the hanging baskets next year. Clerk to ask Ackworth PC about their displays and their costs.
Newsletter – Cllr Wilkins was preparing the next issue and would include Feast and Fair photos.
New Legislation – Clerk reported on new legislation, the Localism Bill which was going through Parliament. This would include the Power of General Competence for Councils, abolition of Standards Board and Audit Commission, Devolvement of Planning Decisions and a possible Local Referendums for public on issues including any proposed excessive tax rises.
Neighbourhood Watch – Chair noted that he had recently prepared short flyers to residents whose alarms had gone off.
It was noted that the Christmas Lights switch on would be 1st December at 6pm.


2010-09-784
Planning Matters
· Application had been received by WMDC for first floor extension at Rosedale on Valley Road. Members had no objections.
· Planning authorities had written to Darrington Quarries and Kellingley Colliery regarding their plans for extractions as part of their 10 year plan.
· It was noted that the monitoring mast for the windfarm at Darrington Quarry had been passed by Selby District Council who were handling the application.

2010-09-785
The Issues Log was updated.

2010-09-786
Minor Items
· Cllr Hoyle noted that the floor planters on Denby Road had not been planted by WMDC this year. Members agreed that these need to be added onto the village planting schedule. Clerk to inform WMDC.
· Chair noted that he had recently repaired one of the damaged floor planters near Marlpitt Lane.
· It was agreed that at the November meeting a pre budget discussion would be had to shape next year’s budget.

2010-09-787
The next meetings were agreed as: 12th October and 16th November.
Chair closed the meeting at 9.20pm












1

