Minutes of Darrington Parish Council Meeting

Spread Eagle

Tuesday 13th September 2011

Present:

Cllr Britton (Chairman), Cllr, Hoyle, Cllr Atkinson, Cllr Wilkins, Cllr Stainer, Cllr Tagger, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Farrell

In attendance:

Cllr Dean and 1 member of the public.

Apologies:

Cllr Crabtree Cllr Walsh

Declarations of Interest:

None.

2011-09-01

Public Matters:

Fly posters around the village. Cllr Hoyle suggested that these should just be removed as he had removed several on previous occasions.

2011-09-02

Minutes of last meeting:

These were approved by Cllr Wilkins and seconded by Cllr Jackson.

Matter arising from previous minutes:

2011-07-04 Correspondence

Wakefield MDC had confirmed that the previous planning application for the development on the smallholding on Valley Road had been refused. WMDC had told the owner that a planning application was required for the work that had started. As yet there has been no published evidence of this. Cllr Wilkins would talk again to WMDC asking for an update.

2011-07-9

Cllr Jackson had been informed that the bus shelter near the Darrington Hotel did not belong to the bus company but was owned by WMDC

2011-09-03

Correspondence:

Letter stating that it was difficult to read anything on the notice board opposite Sotheron Croft due to the poor quality Perspex.  Cllr Britton would investigate replacing this at a cost of £15.
Planning permission appeal dismissed for the development on Philips lane

Kellingley Colliery review of mineral position. Cllr Dean confirmed that Ian Garrett of WMDC is pursuing UK Coal for more detailed information.

Invitation from City of Wakefield Mayor to a civil parade

WMDC Street design guide. Cllr Tagger would contact WMDC as they had not allowed any time for feedback from the Parish Council.

Confirmation paperwork for the purchase of the new swings for the playing field

Email from Mr Lawrence re Back lane being overgrown- A Wilson has been contacted and is planning to carry out some work.

Cllr Britton made reference to a letter he had received from the standards sub committee and explained that he would update the Parish Council on this matter at the next meeting.

2011-09-04

Planning Matters

English Heritage had not taken any action regarding the Old Cottage on Valley Road as they deemed it not to be of sufficient interest.

Other recent applications

Removal of a diseased tree on Beech Crescent.

2011-09-05

Finance: 
Cllr Stainer gave a summary of the accounts to the 31st August 2011 and stated that the balance currently stood at £22,362.07 

Four payments were presented for approval

Hopkins Turner 
Room hire 


£10.00

J Harper 

Garden Maintenance 

£135.00

Ian Crosssfield 
Planters


£3120.00

Mazars

External Audit 


£ 162.00 plus £27 VAT

Cllr Wilkins proposed that these were accepted and Cllr Farrell seconded.

2011-09-06

Planter project.

The work had been completed and these will be filled in a few weeks time after the plants die back. There will be spare topsoil remaining once the new planters are filled. Cllr Hoyle suggested that this should be taken up to the village field for use when repairing the area around the goal posts.

Cllr Hoyle will purchase more daffodils and grass seed to reinstate the area around the site of the new planters. Estimated cost £30 

2011-09-07

Reports:

School.

Cllr Crabtree had written to the council and asked if the school choir would be required this year for the switching on the Christmas tree lights. It was provisionally agreed that this would be held on 1St December depending on WMDC availability.

Cllr Britton would confirm with Cllr Crabtree is this was acceptable

Cllr Wilkins would confirm with the WMDC the arrangements for a tree and lights.

Field.

The new swings have been installed and appear to be very popular. The agreement between Darrington PC and the village field trust was signed by the council and will be presented to the village field at the meeting next week for their consideration.

The position of the football target shoot was questioned and hedge cutting and both these items will be discussed at the next meeting.

Police.

The new Neighbourhood police coordinator is Irene Fleming. Paul Guest a retired police officer will now be working in the area as a PCO.

Cllr Atkinson stated that the PACT notice is out of date and will try and obtain more up to date material .He will also try and obtain more A4 sized neighbourhood watch signs.

There have been 7 crime incidents around the area in recent months.

In Bloom.

Next year it is suggested that one of the hanging baskets on LP25 is resited on LP22. This will be specified in next year’s contract

Gardening club.

The garden competition was a success with over25 people attending and an article in the Pontefract and Castleford Express. Subsequent to this they held an open garden day with 60 visits.

It was suggested that next year Darrington could organise a Scarecrow competition one weekend.

Newsletter.

Next newsletter was due in November. Suitable articles would be

· Bonfire Night arrangements

· New swings

· Planter project

· Christmas lights

· Changing of the clocks and darker nights

· Organising a Scarecrow committee

2011-09-08

Minor Items

None.

Date of Next meeting  

7.0 PM on Thursday 13th October  2011
Subsequent meetings 10th November and 8ths December.

Meeting closed at 8.45

