
Minutes of the Darrington Parish Council Meeting 
Reading Room 

 
Thursday 11th July 2019 

Present: 
Cllr Britton (Chair), Cllr Smith, Cllr Tagger, Cllr Thompson, Cllr Stainer, Cllr Stones, 
Wakefield MDC Councillor Jones (part time), Clerk – Ian Thompson 
 
Apologies: 
Cllr Jackson  
 
In Attendance: 
5 members of the public. 
 
2019-07-01 
Declaration of Interests: 
None offered. 
 
2019-07-02 
Public Matters: 
 
A resident reported that “back lane” has been cut by Wakefield MDC and that they have 
done “a very good job”. Litter has also been collected along with strimming grass on the 
paths which connect “back lane” to the adjoining village streets. 
 
Another resident, who is registered for “assisted bin collection”, whereby the refuse 
collectors collect full bins and return them emptied to the house rather than expecting 
them to be on the roadside, was less impressed with the service she had received. 
Initially nobody collected her “green” bin but as she was in the garden they did approach 
but initially simply collected the black bags from within the bin but left behind the 
remaining contents. When she complained they took the bin and on returning she asked 
him to take the brown “paper” bin for collection. She was ignored. She has rung 
Wakefield MDC directly to complain and said her complaint was well handled and had 
gleaned an apology and that an official complaint has been launched.  
 
At the June meeting a question was raised regarding whose responsibility it is to cut the 
grass on the roadside between the Kyte Hotel and the Darrington Hotel. The meeting 
agreed unanimously that this was the responsibility of Highways England. The clerk 
confirmed that it is not on the list of sections that Wakefield MDC cut.  Despite not being 
his responsibility the chairman has been doing it himself. At the previous meeting he 
reported that a Mr. Wormold, a handyman who has worked for other Parish Councils, 
had approached him asking if we need any work. Cllr Britton met with him and asked 
him to cut this section of roadside. That was some three weeks ago and the work has 
not been done. All councillors agreed that as this is a “slip road” it is the responsibility of 
Highways England to perform this work. The clerk was asked to write to Highways 
England to remind them of their responsibilities. A resident then advised that a section of 
the footpath from the slip road from the southbound A1 was overgrown by hedges 
forcing pedestrians onto the verge immediately adjacent to the slip road and that issue 
should be included in the complaint. 
 



2019-07-03 
Inauguration Of New Councillors: 
 
The clerk will present Cllrs Thompson and Jackson with a “Declaration Of Acceptance 
Of Office” and a “Declaration Of Pecuniary and Other Interests”. These forms need to be 
completed and signed. The pecuniary interests declaration will be sent to Wakefield’s 
election office and must be displayed on the parish council website. The clerk will sort 
this out once the forms have been completed and signed. Additionally, our website, 
under the “Our Councillors” section has a photograph of all of the councillors along with 
a few sentences describing their reasons for performing the role. Cllr. Smith informed the 
meeting she has these items and will forward them to the clerk for transmission to Mr. 
Wilkins to add to the website. 
 
The chairman welcomed the new councillors to the council. 
 
2019-07-04 
Minutes of the last meeting: 
 
The clerk raised a point regarding Parish Council clerk qualifications which had been 
mentioned in the minutes. It was agreed the entry should be “CILCA” (Certificate in Local 
Council Administration) rather than “SIMCA”. The clerk will change that reference before 
sending them for website publication.  
 
The clerk also asked for confirmation that two appendices should be included within the 
published minutes – those of the crime figures which West Yorkshire police had provided 
and the report on “Parish Council Clerks” in the Wakefield MDC area. The minutes 
themselves refer to these two documents as appendices. That was accepted by the 
chairman.   
 
The minutes of the May meeting were reviewed and accepted as being a true record by 
Cllr's Stones and Stainer. 
  
2019-07-05 
Matters arising: 

 Cllr. Britton has spoken to the resident responsible for the overhanging 
vegetation at the bottom of Church Road. The vegetation has been cut back. 

 
 The request for Simon Smith to quote for assessing feasibility and constructing 

moveable wheelchair ramps for access to the Reading Rooms is ongoing. 
 

 Cllr Stones reported that Rob Mason of Wakefield MDC is still looking at the 
situation regarding the infrastructure levy for the new properties within the 
Hillcroft Farm development. The matter is in the hands of Wakefield MDC and 
Cllr. Stones will continue to call them for progress. 
 

 Cllr Loughran of Wakefield MDC asked for the parish council’s views on traffic 
calming measures. Cllr. Smith has responded. No further contact has been made 
by Cllr. Loughran. 
 



 Ian Thompson had submitted a report to the earlier meeting regarding clerking in 
the Wakefield district. The chairman asked Mr. Thompson for his current view on 
the situation. Mr. Thompson replied that he feels there are two aspects to the 
clerking role. The first is simply a clerical one – dealing with minutes, 
correspondence, filing etc. This is not an aspect that concerns him and he is quite 
enjoying that element of the clerking position. The second more important one is 
to advise the council on legal matters. Mr. Thompson feels somewhat exposed on 
the front although readily concedes that with a council as “small” as Darrington 
not many legal questions should arise. However, one needs to keep up to date 
with new legislation. He suggested that at the next meeting he presents a proposal 
for educating himself to a level appropriate to a small council such as Darrington 
along with any costs that may require. He pointed out that legislation prevents a 
clerk from being paid if he is an “ex-councillor” for twelve months. This is not 
itself an issue as he would never want to be paid for performing this role in his 
home village. However, the legislation goes on to suggest that expenses for 
education are to be treated as salary and that he might well not be able to claim 
for such courses. The meeting disagreed and felt that any fees would be paid 
directly to the course provider and were not expenses per se. Mr Thompson will 
seek clarification on this matter. He confirmed that given some agreement on 
education he would be happy to carry on. He stated that many of the courses he 
has seen cover matters that are not, and would never be, appropriate to small 
villages such as Darrington including topics such as human resources, payroll, 
proposal writing, conflict resolution and as a result self-education might indeed be 
the answer. The meeting agreed not to pursue seeking a new clerk for the time 
being.  
 

 With regards to a gardener / handyman the Cllr Britton’s discussion with Mr. 
Wormold has, disappointingly, come to nothing. Some other possible candidates 
were mentioned. Rather than advertise the position the chairman encouraged 
colleagues to discuss the situation with these people and hopefully bring back a 
proposal to the council. The clerk reminded the meeting that such a person should 
have his own equipment and thus be a contractor rather than an employee. 

 
 Some concern was expressed regarding the relatively late planting of the planters 

and hanging baskets. It was believed this might be related to the date of the “Feast 
& Fayre”. Next year’s date for this event is the 13th of June and councillors will 
need to confirm the importance of this date with the supplier next year. 
 

 
2019-07-06 
Correspondence: 
Mr. Shaun Wordsworth from Burghwallis, who was present at the meeting, had sent an 
email saying that planning permission for a 1000 place pig facility adjacent to their 
village is being sought with Doncaster Council’s planning department. A Burghwallis 
resident’s daughter lives in Darrington and is aware of the “odour register” we ran and 
requested details of any issues and any advice regarding opposing their application. Some 
fifteen minutes of discussion took place. To summarise, the situation in Darrington is 



different from that in Burghwallis as our pig farm has been established for a number of 
generations. We also have a very co-operative farmer who works hard to keep the impact 
on the village to a minimum. He performs certain operations when the wind is blowing 
away from the village and has spent a lot of money on equipment to keep smells down. 
The odour register was run for about a year and Councillor Tagger and the farmer had 
monthly meetings to review the situation and both parties co-operated well and worked 
together to minimise any issues. A representative of the Environment Agency had 
attended a parish council meeting and went through many of the regulations and 
confirmed our farmer met them all. Cllr Thompson has recently joined our council and 
has experience of opposing an application for a hen farm in her previous village where 
she was a councillor. The application was defeated, not simply because of the potential 
bad smells but more on the difficult physical entrance to the buildings, narrow roads and 
access, along with potential husbandry issues. The villagers were leafleted and supported 
the opposition. Cllr Jones confirmed that there are cross boundary arrangements in place 
and there may well be an opportunity for Doncaster to ask Wakefield for support in 
assessing the application. Whilst the Burghwallis resident who raised the Darrington pig 
farm may well be under the impression of there being an issue in our village it is not a 
situation the parish councillors would agree with. 
 
An email from PlantScape UK has been received telling us that they provide the “In 
Bloom” equivalent in Upton and asking for an opportunity to quote to Darrington next 
year. The council will ask for a quotation next year and would require a reference from 
Upton.  
 
Keep Britain Tidy are offering registration to their “Love Parks Week”. There was no 
enthusiasm for taking this further. 
 
Wakefield MDC have written to confirm we had four vacancies on the council and 
advising that as 35 days have passed since the May election, they have the right to 
exercise their discretionary powers and fill the vacancies. The clerk has replied giving the 
details of Cllrs Thompson and Jackson, thus reducing the vacancies to two. It was felt 
this was a letter which Wakefield are obliged to send to councils without a full 
complement of councillors and it would be unlikely that Wakefield would nominate 
anyone.  
 
Wakefield MDC Highways Department have also sent an email requesting the council 
complete their questionnaire regarding the priorities their department should focus on. 
The questionnaire is nine pages long. Cllrs Britton and Tagger volunteered to liaise and 
complete the form and return it to the clerk for submission.  
 
An email from Mrs Gover confirming that the rusty pole in Valley Road has been 
replaced. Her husband has also reported the overgrown state of the substation adjacent to 
their property to the appropriate electricity authority. Previously this has resulted in 
positive action being taken.  
 



An email from Mr Iles in Wentbridge stating that he has manged to get a small 
concession from Wakefield MDC, but they have “washed their hands” of levelling or 
making good the poor state of the verges. Wakefield have told Mr. Iles that Darrington 
Parish Council employ a person to attend to their verges and as Wentbridge is in the same 
rateable area he pointed out that Wentbridge should have the same consideration. The 
clerk was asked to reply reminding Mr Iles that they have written confirmation from 
Wakefield MDC that they will cut the grass outside his property as the same time as they 
do the same for the area adjacent to the bus shelter just further up from his own property. 
Unfortunately, Darrington currently do not have a gardener, but shouldn’t need one for 
maintenance of Mr Iles adjacent verge. The clerk will write a response reminding Mr Iles 
that we have an arrangement with Wakefield to cut his verge. 
 
The clerk has received an email from the West Yorkshire Metro regarding bus services in 
the area over the next few years. They have provided a web address for a questionnaire 
asking for the public’s opinion. They also referred to printed questionnaires. Cllr Smith 
asked for the information to be sent to her for inclusion on the PC Facebook page. Cllr 
Stones will put something on the notice board within the Reading Rooms. The clerk will 
forward the email to Cllrs Smith and Stones. Cllr Jones advised that any evidence of 
buses arriving early should trigger a complaint to Metro. (wymetro.com). 
 
The clerk has received an email from the West Yorkshire Police and Crime commissioner 
with his newsletter. The clerk will forward this to Cllr Smith who can, at her own 
discretion, make a judgement on whether to include the detail on the Facebook Page.  
 
The clerk has received his copy of the “Clerks and Councils Direct” magazine, which is a 
free missive published monthly. He described it as “a gem” as it clarified the Section 137 
Act and confirmed the council’s approach to such grants is correct. It also discussed 
invalid VAT claims and gave as an example a council buying equipment for the local 
scout group and claiming the VAT back and passing the equipment on to the scouts at 
cost. It confirms such an action is illegal. 
 
 
2019-07-07 
Finance:  
Cllr Stainer presented the accounts up to the 30th June 2019. 
 
He reported that the balance at the start of the month stood at £18,405.68  
 
There was one item of income for June, the VAT refund from HMRC.  
 
Date Income Source Income Stream Amount (£) 

5.6.19 HMRC VAT Refund 1,888.41 
  Total 1,888.41 
 



The expenditure for June is shown below 
 

Date Item Payment 
Method 

Payee Reason Amount 
(£) 

VAT  
(£) 

13.6.19 13-1920 Cheque 788 Mr Britton 
Materials to repair 
damaged planter 18.00 3.00 

    Total 18.00 3.00 
 
This left a balance of £20,276.09 
 
 
Payments Scheduled For July 2019 For Approval 
 

Date Item Payment 
Method 

Payee Reason Amount 
(£) 

VAT (£) 

11.7.19 14-1920 Direct Debit 
Public Works Loan 
Board Loan Repayment 1,104.17 0 

11.7.19 15-1920 Cheque 789 Mr. I Thompson 
Stationery – Printer 
Ink 16.98 0 

    Totals 1,121.15 0 
 
 
Cllr Smith proposed accepting these payments, Cllr Stones seconded the proposal and 
the councillors unanimously confirmed approval. 
 
Cllr Stainer pointed out that monies budgeted for a May parish council election would not 
be required and that money could go into a project fund. 
 
Cllr. Stainer reviewed the budget and pointed out the “Parish Project” item. If the 
Community Infrastructure Levy from the Hill Croft Farm development is ever delivered 
there will be significant additional scope for parish projects. 
 
There followed a discussion on potential projects. Cllr. Smith introduced the idea of 
putting some benches for the general public to enjoy the orchard area. However, such 
installations will require the consent of the vicar as this is “church” land and the vicar has 
expressed opposition to such an idea in the past. Even memorial benches, in what one 
might well think is an ideal location, have been rejected. Cllr. Britton offered to review the 
idea again with the vicar. 
 
Another potential project would be to replace the bus shelter outside the Darrington 
Hotel. There was some doubt as to whether Wakefield MDC “Highways” or “Street 
Scene” would allow the parish council to do this. Cllr Smith suggested she use social 
media to ask the residents for any ideas that they might have for potential projects over 
the next 12 months. This would include a bus shelter outside the Darrington. Cllr Britton 
re-iterated he didn’t think it would be allowed by Wakefield and the clerk volunteered to 
contact Wakefield MDC for a general ruling. 
 
 
The “air crash” documentary project and its costs was discussed. The council had 
assigned a budget of £795 plus VAT to film the ceremony and a further £1395 plus VAT 
for a documentary. The production company had volunteered to do work to a value of 
twice this figure, throwing in the additional cost as a contribution, meaning they would be 



working to a budget of £2790. Cllr Tagger believes they have exceeded this figure but 
will not charge anymore than the quoted £1395 to the council. Cllr. Tagger has seen the 
latest version and confirmed it is truly moving and of high quality. Cllr Tagger hoped the 
council would be able to pay this figure this month. Cllr. Stainer reminded Cllr. Tagger 
that no payment can be made without an invoice. The councillors agreed they were 
happy for the payment to be made with an invoice. 
 
Cllr Stones asked how many DVD copies would be provided. Cllr Tagger said that no 
DVDs will be produced but an internet link would be available to allow anyone to see the 
documentary at no charge. There was some discussion around the question as to 
whether any DVDs were promised initially. Cllr Tagger maintained that the company’s 
contract was to produce the documentary with discussion to follow at the time of delivery 
on how it was to be distributed. Other councillors felt equally certain that a number of 
“DVDs had been promised as part of the deal and it will require looking at the minutes of 
previous meetings to ascertain what was agreed. Cllr. Stones felt that given a DVD from 
the production company and permission to copy it then volunteers would easily be found 
to copy them at no charge. Cllr. Britton felt that the parish council should have at least 
one copy on DVD. 
 
Given that there will be no meeting in August Cllr Stainer requested that permission be 
given to the chairman and himself to jointly approve any payments they agreed 
necessary during the long gap between the current meeting and the September one. 
This has been the norm in previous years and the councillors unanimously agreed to this 
arrangement.  
 
 
2019-07-08 
Planning matters: 
 
Woodlands, Great North 
Road, Wentbridge 

Extension to front to 
provide vertical 
transition from 
existing ground floor 
to lower ground floor 
garage parking, 
installation of roof 
terrace, alterations to 
driveway to remove 
impractical 1 in 5 
driveway gradient 
and other external 
alterations  

No Comment 

Orchard Bungalow, Valley 
Road, Darrington 

Detached garage 
with pitched roof (part 
retrospective) 

No Comment  

West Park Caravan Site, 
Darrington 

Extension to the 
licence to use as a 
holiday camping site 

This has been granted. No 
comment from the councillors. 

 



An email has been received from the planning department confirming that the planning 
request for an extension to 19 Estcourt Drive to add two further dormer bedrooms to the 
existing four bedroomed bungalow has gone to appeal. That application was refused by 
the Wakefield planning department. That appeal is taking place this week. 
 
Cllr Tagger asked in there has been any update on the Bankwood situation. The caravan 
has gone and there appears to be some form of cladding to the exterior walls. All 
indications are that the “stable” is being lived in. Once again councillors expressed 
frustration and anger that Wakefield MDC have not enforced their decision to refuse 
planning permission. Cllr Tagger asked Cllr. Jones if there is anything the parish council 
can do to progress the situation. Cllr Britton reminded the meeting this situation has 
been ongoing for nine years. Cllr Jones reported that Wakefield had cut back on 
planning enforcement planning personnel and unfortunately there are a number of 
situations similar to this within Wakefield MDC’s area. Cllr Tagger speculated that 
perhaps the parish council could bring a private prosecution. Cllr Jones advised that the 
question should be put to the “City Solicitor”. Cllr. Tagger agreed to write to the solicitor 
to ask for an update on the current situation and for advice on whether the parish council 
had any way of moving this situation on. Cllr Jones advised that the chief executive, 
Merran McCrae, be copied on any correspondence, as she may well intervene.  
 
 
2019-07-09 
Reports: 
 
School: 
Cllr Tagger has visited the school a couple of times in the recent weeks. There has been 
an art exhibition which he described as magnificent – the governors have recently had a 
good visit and he reports that the school is “vibrant”. 
 
Village Field: 
The meeting to review the finances following the “Feast & Fayre” has not yet taken 
place. The clerk reported that he’d had a phone call from a Wentbridge resident 
complaining about empty water bottles having been discarded by runners. The clerk 
advised the caller to telephone Mr. Hoyle as chair of the Feast & Fayre committee and 
Cllr. Stones confirmed this item is on the agenda for the next field committee meeting. 
 
Police: 
Cllr Stones presented a report on recent police activities in the area. There are 20 items 
on this list, although many are repeated from last month, where investigations are 
ongoing. The list is attached as Appendix A to these minutes. Cllr Jones advised that we 
have a new neighbourhood inspector, Inspector Phillipa Child. 
 
In Bloom: 
The border at the bottom of Wentworth Park Rise, reported as devoid of plants at last 
month’s meeting has now been planted.  
 
 
Gardening Club: 
The last meeting was very well attended with a number of new members attending. The 
“open garden week” was discussed. Ten gardens were made available for viewing. 



There have been well over 100 visits to the gardens – its estimated 25 to 30 people were 
visiting. Cllr Tagger has invited people to give feedback on their visit, or why they were 
unable to actually visit, and what can we do to persuade people to do so in future? 
Consideration is being given to changing from having a full week of opportunities to visit. 
The suggestion is to open on the Sunday following the Feast & Fayre in 2020 and then 
the following weekend giving working residents more opportunity to visit all of the open 
sites by having them accessible at weekends. Cllr Smith felt that pictures of the gardens 
would help immensely in persuading people to visit. Retrospectively this could be done 
this year by the owners with visitors presenting them next year. It was suggested that 
Mrs. Hazel Crabtree had taken numerous photos this year and could be a source for 
such material.  
 
Newsletter: 
The next one will be prepared for the Christmas period. Cllr Stones asked Cllr Stainer if 
the Darrington Hotel had paid for their advertisement in the recent publication. He replied 
“no”. Cllr. Stones said she would chase it up! 
 
2019-07-10 
Minor Items: 
None 
 
Date of next meeting: 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 PM September 12th July 2019 in the reading room.  
 
The meeting closed at 8:50 PM. 



APPENDIX A 
 

June 2019 Crime Report as reported on West Yorkshire Police Website 
 
 

 
1. Burglary on or near Beech Crescent 
2. Violence and Sexual Offences on or near Orchard Lane 
3. Criminal damage and arson on or near Sotheron Croft 
4. Violence and sexual offences on or near Park Close 
5. Second violence and sexual offence on or near Park Close 
6. Anti-social behaviour on or near Manor Park Rise 
7. Burglary on or near Estcourt Drive 
8. Vehicle crime on or near Estcourt Drive 
9. Burglary on or near Valley Road 
10. Burglary on or near Havercroft Lane 
11. Criminal damage and arson on or near Havercroft Lane 
12. Second report of criminal damage and arson on or near Havercroft Lane 
13. Vehicle crime on or near A1 
14. Criminal damage and arson on or near West Park Drive 
15. Vehicle crime on or near West Park Lane 
16. Violence and sexual offences on or near West Park Lane 
17. “Other theft” on or near A1 parking area 
18.  Burglary on or near B6474 north of Wentbridge 
19. Vehicle crime on or near B6474 north of Wentbridge 
20. Violence and sexual offences on or near B6474 north of Wentbridge 

 
. 
 


