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So, where will the roadmap take us on 
21-06-21?  

 

 
 

Floral Covid Quiz 

What’s the flower or plant and which Covid 

related country is connected with it? 

1.                     2.               3.                                 

 
4.                                       5.  

 
 

++++++++ 

 

Hey, No more questions! 

Answers needed!  

Last month I set you a Literary quiz:  

‘Which authors penned the first garden linked 

lines to which books?’ 

 
Q1.When Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite 
Manor to live with her Uncle, everybody said she 
was the most disagreeable child ever seen….  

A: The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 

Burnett  

Q2. It was so glorious out in the country; it was 

summer; the cornfields were yellow, the oats 
were green….. 

A: The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian 

Anderson 

Q3. The primroses were over. Toward the edge 

of the wood where the ground became open 
and sloped down to an old fence and a  

brambly ditch beyond… 

A: Watership Down by Richard Adams 

Q4. Way out, at the end of the tiny town was an 

old overgrown garden, and in the garden was 
an old house and in the house lived … 

A: Ode to Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lidgren 

Q5. The hottest day of the summer so far was 

drawing to a close and a drowsy silence lay over 
the large, square houses of Privet Drive…. 

A: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix by 

J.K. Rowling 

 

++++++++ 

I was disappointed no-one  

tRy 

discOver 

teSt 

succEss 

to the MESOSTIC Poem challenge. Maybe later? 

++++++++ 

 
Jeanette Bannister, Malcolm Bennett and 

Malcolm Wright have been in touch and VERY 

KINDLY shared some garden-connected material 

for this June edition. 

 

Jeanette shared a couple of terrific photos of some 

wonderful Iris plants given to her by a ‘generous 

couple on Sotheron C’ in 2018 or 2019 during one 

of the club’s ‘plant swaps and shares’ (and “YES, 

I hope to continue with this feature once we return 

to ‘proper meetings’).  

Jeanette wrote, ”This is the first time they have 

had flowers on and today one has opened! It looks 

amazing and I’m so excited” 

Jeanette couldn’t recall the couple’s names but 

she wanted to make sure they received her thanks. 

I’m certain it was you, Phil and Margaret. You’ve 

been members for as long as the Darrington 

Garden Club has been running (MANY years!) 

and it’ll be great when we’re back – hopefully in 

August – and you’re able to share some more of 

your plants, anecdotes and gardening tips That is, 

if you’re not out in Europe somewhere, cruising 

one of the great rivers again! (So, at the moment, 

looks like we’ll be seeing you, all being well, in 

August!) I’m sure you’ll be pleased (but probably 

not too surprised) to see how those tiny plants 

have turned out.  



Oh, and Well Done Jeanette. These plants don’t 

grow themselves – they need nurturing and 

careful tending so you’ve clearly done a great job!  

 
 

Malc’s email came flying-in out of the blue! 

He’d contacted Fi who’s the Parish Council Vice 

Chair after a gardening-club item in a recent 

Parish Newsletter. Fi forwarded it to me and he 

then shared some amazing descriptions and 

Garden Data he’s observed since moving into 

Darrington.  

I’m delighted to be able to include his 

contribution in full because although we have, 

over the years, discussed and commented on 

numerous garden-related topics, we’ve never 

considered in any detail the local birdlife. 

Read… and be amazed! Bee VERY amazed! 

 

Darrington Garden Birds 

‘We moved to Darrington in late 2017 and the first 
few months of the following spring were spent in 
clearing shrubs, trees, weeds and masses of ivy 
from the front and back garden.  

It quickly became clear there is an abundance of 
wildlife around the village, including hedgehogs, 
foxes and birdlife. Being keen bird-watchers, we 
provide water and food in the form of coconut 
halves, fat balls, sunflower hearts and niger seeds 
all year round and we have kept a record of birds 
we have seen in and from our garden over the last 
three years. We have only included those birds 
which we have positively identified; there have been 

numerous warblers (or LBJs) glimpsed in the 
bushes and trees but they can be difficult to identify 
unless seen very clearly. I am sure that chiffchaffs 
and willow warblers have been around but as we 
have not seen them clearly we have not included 
them in our list. Our verified list has some of our 
less-often seen visitors (including jay, great spotted 
woodpecker, nuthatch and siskin) but there are 
some notable omissions which we still hope to see 
visiting us or flying over the garden. For example, a 
few months ago we spotted a red kite searching for 
food between Darrington and Stapleton, less than a 
mile from where we are – we live in hope! 

LBJs? Little Brown Jobs.’ 

 
 

Blackbird Great Tit Pied Wagtail 

Blackcap Greenfinch Redwing 

Black-headed 
Gull 

Grey Heron Robin 

Blue Tit Greylag Goose 

  

Rook 

Buzzard House Sparrow Siskin 

  

Carrion Crow House Martin Song Thrush 

Chaffinch Jay Sparrowhawk 

Coal Tit Lapwing Starling 

Collared Dove Little Egret 

  

Swallow 

Dunnock 

  

Long-tailed Tit Swift 

Fieldfare 

  

Magpie Tree Sparrow 

Goldfinch Nuthatch Wood Pigeon 

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Pheasant Wren 

 

PHEW!! 

And be assured, if Malc and family have spotted 

all these, then it’s most unlikely that his garden is 

the ONLY garden in Darrington where they chose 

to visit. OK, so perhaps he’s offering 5 star 



hospitality but what’s especially interesting to me 

is his obvious visual knowledge to be able to 

recognise so many different birds. I’d previously 

made a great ‘thing’ about spotting (actually, so 

hard to miss!) ‘Fred’ the Pheasant when he visited 

our garden a couple of months ago! I think if I 

started ‘serious spotting’, I’d have my head so 

deep in a reference book or close to a screen that 

I’d never see anything actually flying in! 

VERY interested to see the Little Egret. Our good 

neighbours have a pond in which they keep 

numerous fish and on occasions I have spotted 

quite a large, long-beaked bird flying across our 

garden (and on one notable occasion, with half a 

fish in its beak. We did, later, discover half a fish 

in one of our borders!). My wife and I always 

thought it was a Heron! Perhaps I’ve spotted a 

Little Egret after all! 

 

Perhaps YOU may be keeping a log of 

wild/birdlife? If so, please let me know. 

Big Thanks, Malc Wright. APPRECIATED! 

Malcom Bennett has made a very kind 

invitation towards the end of May – I can 

only sincerely apologise for not informing folk 

earlier! (Sometimes, times do get incredibly 

busy.) However, if you ring, you may still be 

able to see his amazing garden at close to its 

best! 
“Hello Andy, 
now that we are one step closer to having garden visits, 
you might like to come along to see a garden full of 
rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias.. I suspect it is 
perhaps the best collection in Darrington as the soil in 
Darrington is poor for such plants. The deciduous azaleas 
are particularly good at the moment but not long lived. 
Some of the Rhododendrons have already gone over but 
there are others emerging. If any of your garden club 
members would be interested give them a call as you are 
more aware of their interests. There are also other 
temperate plants bromeliads and orchids which may be of 
interest although not many of the orchids are in flower at 
this time. 
A picture of one part of the garden is attached. 
My phone number is 01977 798415 at 11/12 Mill Hill Close 
should you or members be interested over the next 2 
weeks.” 
 

 

Garden Gnome Shortage 
(Q: Aren’t most gnomes short? Just asking!) 

 
Garden gnomes and other outdoor furniture are running 
out due to supply chain issues and the popularity of 
garden centres in the UK during lockdown.  
 
Raw materials have become increasingly difficult to 
come by and the blockage of the Suez canal a month or 
so ago has also contributed to the national shortage of 
gnomes. 

 
(OK! So it’s not too desperate now, but it’s a good 

excuse for a few Gnome jokes. After all there’s no 

place like Gnome!) 
1.What soap opera do gnomes love? Aussie favourite, 
Gnome and Away. 

2.Garden gnomes don’t always get on. Just look at Gnomio 
and Juliet! 
3.What do Gnomes like to sing when gardening? Gnome 
worry, Bee happy! 
4. Gnomes love to show off ‘cos there’s ‘Gnome business 
like Show business …..’ 
5. If you have a mystery that needs to be solved, just go to 
Sherlock Gnomes 
6. Where do Gnomes go first on the internet? The Gnome 
page. 
7. He’s very funny once you get to Gnome him! 
8. You don’t Gno-me 
 

More serious Garden related shortages 
The Horticultural Trades Association (HTA) says that 
demand for gardening supplies is two to three times higher 
than usual thanks to the additional three million people 
who’ve taken up gardening during lockdown. At the same 
time, supply has fallen by around half over the past year. 
There have been numerous reports of problems getting 
hold of seeds. This comes as European plants are being 
subjected to health inspections in the EU and occasional 
examinations on British shores following Brexit.  
Every batch of seeds must be tested by the Animal and 
Plant Health Agency, which sets manufacturers back £33 
per sample. Orders are also required to have a £25 
phytosanitary certificate (these confirm plants have been 
officially inspected, meet legal requirements for entry into 
Britain and are free of pests and diseases). Even once 
containers arrive in Britain, products are being held in port 
warehouses because of Brexit-related staffing issues and 
social-distancing measures.  
 
Swelling shipping costs and delays on routes are being 
blamed for the shortages of outdoor furniture. Some 
shipments from East Asia have been delayed by around 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2021/mar/31/unblocking-the-suez-canal-podcast


two months because of Brexit-related congestion at UK 
ports, while a shortage of shipping containers has sent the 
price of a container skyrocketing from around £870-1,100 
to £5,100-12,300. Retailers including Argos, IKEA and John 
Lewis have warned customers that garden furniture could 
be in short supply this year.  

 

++++++++++ 

WENTWORTH GARDEN CENTRE 
 
Val and I visited This super Garden Centre a couple of days 
ago. 
We’d visited several years ago and made the basic error of 
remembering wrongly, and we ended up at Wentworth 
Castle. Not the correct place (although well-worth a visit in 
its own right! ) 
Enter S62 7TF into your sat nav and that will take you to 
Hague Lane, Wentworth. It’s 2 miles from Junction 35 on 
the M1. 
Excellent – and even better than we’d remembered it! 
Not just a Garden Centre but a ‘proper’ destination for a 
sunny afternoon. Very popular but extremely well-
managed and Covid safe café/restaurant. Historic Gardens 
(a charge for a visit and when we went, they were only 
accepting cash cos the card machine wasn’t working!). A 
terrific selection of plants and garden ‘stuff’ and amazingly 
friendly, knowledgeable and helpful staff. 
Icing on the cake (don’t get me started on cakes – or food, 
generally!) is the journey if you avoid motorway and simply 
make the time to meander. 

++++++++++ 
 

I expect the earliest we’ll be meeting will be 
August 11th. Please make an effort to contact me 

with your thoughts and any questions. 

07985676324 OR andytag@hotmail.com 
In the meantime, check out:  

www.gallimoresatthekyte.co.uk 

and Gallimore's at the Kyte on Facebook 
@gallimoreskyte  · Restaurant 

 
 

June Gardening Tasks 

1. Check plants daily and water them if the soil is dry 
— especially newly planted fruit 
trees and shrubs that are still getting established. 

2. Harden off any remaining half-hardy bedding 
plants ready for planting out.  

3. Use blinds or apply shade paint to prevent your 
greenhouse from overheating. Remember to open 
vents and doors on warm days. 

4. Keep on top of weeding. Your plants shouldn’t 
have to compete for precious water, light, and 
nutrients. 

5. Harden off and move hanging baskets and 
containers growing on in the greenhouse into their 
final position. If your hanging basket plants become 

leggy, trim off the excess to encourage bushy new 
growth. 

6. Lift and divide clumps of snowdrops 
and bluebells once the leaves start to yellow. 

7. Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of flower bulbs 
and tubers. 

8. Wait for bulb foliage to die down naturally before 
cutting back. 

9. Start to pick sweet peas as soon as they flower to 
encourage more blooms. 

10. Dead-head your roses if they’re repeat-flowering 
types. Otherwise, leave the seed heads on for 
decoration 

11. Stake tall perennial plants to prevent wind damage 

++++++++++ 
What do you call two young married spiders? Newly Webs 
 

 

DARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Next Meeting: 17th June, 7pm The Spread 

Tel: Vice Chair: 01977 797644  

Be a GOOD NEIGHBOUR. 

 

Lockdown’s lifting and Loads of us have had 
Jabs but these can still be worrying times.  

A problem shared …… 
*********************** 

St Marys Centre, Chequerfield 01977 705341.  

Email: denisepallett@stmaryscommunity.co.uk 

WMDC is supporting this Community Centre as a 
key friendly, advice + help ‘Hub’ for Pontefract.  

Wakefield Samaritans Call: 116 123 (free to call 
– no code needed) 
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/samaritans-
wakefield-and-district 

Call: 01977 552114 
email:admin@ageukwd.org.uk 

Next edition – Due July 14th. 

Be Safe. Be Well. Be Kind 

Andy Tagger: 

andytag@hotmail.com/07985676324 

We should never have waited this long! 
Now the Weeds have COMPLETELY taken over! 

mailto:andytag@hotmail.com
http://www.gallimoresatthekyte.co.uk/
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