
Nov 2019  Version 1                                                                                                Page 1 

Minutes of the Darrington Parish Council Meeting 
Reading Room 

 
Thursday 14th November 2019 

 
Present: 
Cllr Britton (Chair), Cllr Smith (Vice Chair), Cllr Tagger, Cllr L Thompson, Cllr Stones, 
Cllr Stainer, Cllr Jackson, Wakefield MDC Councillor Jones (part time), Clerk – Ian 
Thompson 
 
Apologies: 
None. 
 
In Attendance: 
3 members of the public. 
 
2019-11-01 
Declaration Of Interests: 
None offered 
 
2019-11-02 
Public Matters: 
Nothing raised. 
 
2019-11-03 
Minutes Of The Previous Meeting: 
Cllr Smith proposed and Cllr Britton seconded the proposal that they were a true and 
correct record. This was unanimously agreed. 
 
Matters Arising: 

i) The clerk confirmed that prices quoted by “Wakefield Street Scene” were per cut. 
The meeting felt that they were beyond the council’s means and the chairman 
reminded the meeting he has cut this area himself this year and may well do so 
next, hopefully assisted by fellow councillors. He has purchased an industrial 
strimmer and could use that. The matter will be put on hold until next Spring. 

 
ii) Cllr. Stones contacted Wakefield MDC regarding the infrastructure levy we are 

due. She as been informed their legal team are considering what action to take and 
the matter is ongoing. They advised they would be in touch if there any 
developments. Cllr. Stones will contact them if she has not had an update before 
next month’s meeting. 
ACTION VS 

 
iii) There was an action on Cllr Stones to contact West Yorkshire Police regarding the 

status of the slip road from the northbound A1. This action was in relation to 
lorries parking on the verge causing what has become a muddy, litter strewn area. 
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The particular requirement was to ascertain if this stretch of road is a “clearway”. 
Their reply was that if one is going in the opposite direction to join the A1 from 
the same slip road, the “clearway” sign is just where the slip actually enters the 
A1 proper and that, as a result, one can surmise that the slip road itself is not a 
“clearway”. The clerk reported that in discussions with both Highways England 
and representatives from Wakefield MDC both denied responsibility. However, 
the meeting was in agreement that currently the responsibility lies with Highways 
England and the clerk will contact them again regarding this matter. It is known 
that moves are afoot to transfer the responsibility to Wakefield, but as this has not 
happened yet the responsibility must be with Highway’s England. The clerk 
advised that his recent correspondence with Highways England has invariably 
been passed onto their contractor “A1 maintenance company” and that he would 
ask for an answer from Highways England themselves. Cllr Smith asked if 
boulders, such as those on the green at Carleton could be used. Cllr Jones of 
Wakefield MDC believes there may be some left from that installation and will 
enquire. The chairman was concerned that making it difficult for lorries to park at 
this location might well result in their simply moving further down. Cllr. Jackson 
suggested that as Highways England had closed all of the laybys on the 
northbound A1 they should provide some alternative parking for lorries. The clerk 
confirmed he had such a discussion with Highways England and they advised that 
a large area has been provided on the exit from the A1 heading towards 
Ferrybridge services and was well used. 
ACTION DJ/IT  
 

iv) The email address chair@darrington.org.uk is still in place. The clerk confirmed 
he had been copied on an email from Mr. Kelvin Wilkins asking for it to be 
discontinued and hopefully that action would soon take place.  

 
v) Cllr Loughran asked at last month’s meeting to be copied on correspondence 

regarding the “Smiley Sid” traffic speed monitoring equipment owned by 
Wakefield MDC which we originally thought we would be able to borrow. Cllr. 
Tagger reported on an article in the local newspaper where Castleford residents 
had used this device with success. The clerk was asked to take op the matter with 
Wakefield as to why we cannot borrow the device. Cllr. Loughran had said that 
she felt that Darrington Parish Council have significant funds in place and should 
go out and buy similar equipment to protect the residents. The clerk had replied to 
her that the council had considered such a proposal last year but were reluctant to 
proceed with having some speed measuring strips in place to monitor traffic 
volumes and speeds in Estcourt Road and Valley Road. Given data from these 
devices the council would be in a much better position to understand the extent of 
the perceived issue. In the event of purchasing speed monitoring and display 
devices use of the strips again would enable them to confirm or deny the 
effectiveness of such signage. The clerk confirmed he would write directly to Cllr 
Morley, head of the appropriate department, at Wakefield MDC, asking for these 
strips to be assigned to Darrington for a trial.  
ACTION IT 
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vi) Cllr Stones has not contacted the company offering illuminated lamp post 

mounted Christmas Trees to understand the costs. However, this action is now 
considered unnecessary as our current supplier is offering such items at a much 
lower price and discussion took place later in the meeting to consider alternatives 
– see the section in “correspondence”. 
 

vii)  The clerk had been asked to put an entry on the Wakefield Planning site 
regarding Phase II of the development at Trinity Farm. He has done so and read 
out his entry which was agreed by the councillors to be appropriate. 
 

viii)  Regarding the erection of the village Christmas tree Cllr Stones has confirmed 
that she has been in touch with “The Brotherhood” and chosen trees for the village 
and the “Reading Rooms”. Subject to the availability and agreement of Mr. Philip 
Morrel, without whose tractor and trailer the trees cannot be transported to the 
village the meeting agreed that as many councillors as are available will meet up 
on the morning of Friday 22nd of November at 09:30. The Brotherhood have not 
mentioned a cost and Cllr. Stainer will take some cash.               
ACTION P Morrell, MB/FS/LT/VS/PS/JJ/IT 
 

ix) Suggestions to put lights on the tree in the “old orchard” and Valley Road have 
been discounted for this year at least, because of issues providing an electricity 
supply to any of these sites. The chairman suggested that next year the electricity 
board could be approached regarding a tree in the vicinity of the sub-station in 
Valley Road. Cllr Tagger suggested as an alternate using some form of projection 
onto a tree. Given how close we are to Christmas it was agreed that this should be 
investigated more thoroughly in summer next year. 
 

x)  The chairman has produced an article for the newsletter. Cllr. Stones has sent the 
“copy” for the entire newsletter to the printers and it will be available shortly. 
 

xi) Cllr Tagger has drafted an email regarding the ongoing planning issue at Bank 
Wood. Cllr Tagger distributed his draft to all councillors. The meeting agreed it 
was apt and agreed to his sending it. 
ACTION AT 
 

 
2019-11-04 
Correspondence: 

i) A resident has telephoned the chairman asking for the council to investigate the 
possibility of having a “Give Way” sign on the entry to the village along Marlpit 
Lane where the road narrows to single width. The chairman told him that such a 
request had been refused in the past and that a serious accident happened at the 
spot a few years ago. Cllr Jones will ask the engineering department at Wakefield 
MDC to review the situation.  

           ACTION DJ 
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ii) An email from First Impressions who provide the floral displays in our planters 

and lamp-post baskets. They are offering winter and spring displays in addition to 
their summer displays. These offerings, however, use different baskets to those 
currently used for the summer display and would require additional new brackets 
on the lampposts. After some discussion the councillors agreed that Cllr Smith 
would approach them to enquire about purchasing new liners for the existing 
arrangement. The plan would be to remove the then current display and, at the 
same time, install one of the new liners with the appropriate seasonal display. 
Having two sets of liners would allow the replacement of a display reaching the 
end of its life with a more seasonal one. Cllr. Smith will discuss with First 
Impressions.  
ACTION FS 
 

iii) The chairman has received an email from a vendor of pole mounted speed 
measuring equipment, who have contacted us the parish council previously 
promoting their wares. The response is that, as before, until we have evidence of 
the actual extent of the problem, which requires the speed measuring strips 
mentioned earlier, the purchase of equipment is on hold. 
 

iv) A resident has emailed the clerk regarding an incident on Halloween where three 
youths aggressively intimidated and spat at mothers and children. The resident,  
when discussing this issue with PCSO Callum Cunniff, was told that the PCSO 
visits to the village were difficult because of transport difficulties in getting here 
and not having any toilet facilities. Cllr Stones has already tackled this issue with 
agreed toilet facilities available not only in the Reading Rooms but also at the 
shop and the homes of three local residents as well as at the Darrington Hotel. The 
vicar has agreed to their using the “Reading Rooms” but for health and safety 
reasons they must not use any electrical equipment including therefore the kettle. 
However, they could purchase a coffee at the shop and bring it up to the Reading 
Rooms and a key is available at the shop. The chairman also reported that the 
landlord of the “Spread” had also offered use of the toilets there. Cllr. Stones felt 
she had told the PCSOs all of this but clearly it has not got through to all of the 
PCSOs. Indeed, PCSOs have already used the Reading Rooms for their break. 
Cllr. Stones agreed to reply to the resident involved and copy inspector Childs so 
that hopefully not only will the resident be re-assured but also all PCSOs will be 
aware of these arrangements.  
ACTION VS 
 

v) The clerk has received an email from Wakefield MDC informing him that they 
would make five tonnes of salt available for our salt/grit boxes throughout the 
parish. The salt could either be delivered and tipped somewhere or delivered in 
one tonne bags. However, the council would be expected to take arrange for some 
equipment to unload the lorry of its one tonne bags! The clerk reported that he is 
aware of seven such bins in the village and that all of them are full from last year 
with a gritty sand suitable for gritting a road. After consultation with the chairman 
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he replied to Wakefield that we did not need the delivery this year. The 
councillors were not happy with Wakefield’s move from filling and replenishing 
the boxes during the winter period with this new arrangement. The council have 
neither anywhere to store the salt nor the ability to unload bags from the lorry and 
equipment to move salt to boxes. Cllr. Jones was also most unhappy with this new 
policy and agreed to take up our protests with the department involved.  
ACTION DJ 
 

vi) Cllr. Jackson has had complaints about a house in Estcourt Road with eleven or 
twelve old VW cars on the drive. A neighbour has had to heighten his fence to 
hide what he considers to be an eyesore. After some discussion the councillors 
concluded no laws have been broken and that it is a dispute between neighbours 
and not a matter for the council. 
 

vii)  Cllr. Jackson reported a complaint from a resident of Thorntree Close. He is 
unable to access the rear of his property via Milners Lane. This “thoroughfare” is 
unkempt and overgrown with weeds and some residents of the adjoining Estcourt 
Drive are throwing garden rubbish over the wall increasing the blockage. The 
chairman reported that we have had it cleared twice in the past but not recently. 
Cllr Jackson believes it is a public footpath although there is no sign confirming 
this. Cllr. Jones offered to put the question of the status of Milners Lane through 
“members enquiries” at Wakefield MDC.  
ACTION DJ 
 

 
2019-11-05 
Finance: 
Cllr. Stainer, the “Responsible Financial Officer” (RFO), reported that at the start of 
October 2019 the council had funs of £22,575.20. There was neither expenditure nor 
income during the month. As a result, this value was carried forward into November. 
There was one payment for approval in November – for 80 DVDs of the Darrington 
memorial event. 
 
Date Item Payment Method Payee Reason Amount VAT 
14/11/19 19-1920 Cheque 793 Deadline Digital 80 DVDs of Air Crash Event £129.30 £21.55 

 
Cllr Smith proposed the payment be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and the 
meeting unanimously approved the payment. 
 
Discussing the budget Cllr Stainer reported he has reduced the amount of garden 
maintenance by £200 as no payment has been made in the last month. There are 
significant sums available for potential parish projects. 
 
He reported a forecasted end of financial year figure of £22,055.03 – although this does 
have to include an estimate of what might materialise by way of infrastructure levy and 
project spend. 
 



Nov 2019  Version 1                                                                                                Page 6 

 
2019-1106 
Planning Matters: 
The chairman reported that in the recent regular emails from Wakefield’s planning 
department, intended to cover new applications, none include Darrington. This system is 
called into question as a resident has come across an application by way of the yellow 
notices that are attached to lamp-posts adjacent to the area an application would affect. 
Application 19/02426/FUL – 18 Wentworth Park Rise is for a residential development of 
one dwelling. The councillors regarded this as a highly contentious application. There is a 
widespread belief that this space was not built upon at the time other properties in this 
street were constructed so as to protect the view of the church from Wentworth Park Rise. 
Cllr Jones reported that there is an historical right that a church should be able to be 
viewed from an adjacent road and that blocking it is illegal. The church is a Grade I listed 
building. The councillors unanimously voted to object to this application as a result of the 
blockage of the magnificent view of the church for all residents from Wentworth Park 
Rise and Hill Croft Close. The chairman agreed to formally object via the planning 
website. The chairman will also raise the issue of the council not being notified via the 
regular planning application updates. Cllr Jones agreed to support the objection. 
ACTION MB/DJ 
 
19-11-07 
Christmas Planning: 
Christmas tree installation was covered earlier in the meeting. 
 
2019-11-08 
Reports: 

i) School Report:  Cllr Tagger accompanied the school trip to the Houses Of 
Parliament with 29 children. MP Yvette Cooper met them and hosted the visit 
and spent a significant amount of time and engaged the attention of the school 
children with a discussion on the “age to vote”. The school headmistress is 
planning to request a Section 137 grant from the parish council to cover the 
cost of refreshments following the carol service in December.  
 

ii) Village Field: 
No report 
 

iii) Police Report: Cllr Stones had not had a formal report from the police regarding 
“crime in the area” yet. She will circulate it once it is received. The chairman 
is aware that a resident has had his house broken into a couple of weeks ago 
and had his bike stolen. This is not the first time this has happened and  CCTV 
captured images of the thieves. Police apprehended an individual riding a bike 
with false plates in Castleford – and it was our resident’s bike and has been 
returned.  
 

iv) In Bloom: No report. 
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v) Gardening Club: Cllr Tagger reported another good turn out last night’s 
meeting. The club meeting for December has been moved from the 11th of 
December to Tuesday 10th.  

 
vi) Newsletter: At the printers. 

 
 
2019-11-09 
Any Other Business: None 
 
Next meeting: As is usual in December the meeting is moved to the third Thursday of 
the month – to accommodate the Reading Rooms being used for the ladies group 
Christmas gathering on the second Thursday. 
 
The date of the next meeting is 19th December 2019. 
 
 


